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Welch Municipal Building e 88 Howard St. e Welch, WV 24801 e (340) 436-3113 e Fax (304) 436-2546 

April 8, 2021 

The Honorable Carol Miller 

US House of Representatives 

465 Cannon HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Miller, 

Thank you for considering for community funding the City of Welch proposal for a road 

infrastructure issue on Route 16 that is dangerous and problematic for citizens. 

As you know, West Virginia residents should not have their hospital and the dialysis center access 

blocked because of a flooded road or blocked road access in Welch, WV several times each year. 

We cannot continue to drive doctors and nurses down a railroad track on an ATV to do their jobs, 

and even a security breach at the prison could be very problematic for first responders. 

We need to do better for McDowell County, WV and building a bridge over the railroad crossing 

will ensure traffic flow even during times of flooding. Our citizens have overwhelmingly voiced 

their support for this project via public meetings and with letters and phone calls to our office. 

The project is estimated to cost approximately $6-10 million dollars, according to the West 

Virginia Division of Highways. We can also leverage additional savings for our region and address 

other flooding issues on the Tug Fork River by repurposing the current pumping station at the 

downtown location to the other problematic underpass at Coney Island, which serves as a key 

connector between State Routes (16, 52 and 123.) Significance future savings will also be devoted 

to potential maintenance and flood cleanup efforts. 

rf1a��
H rold McBride, Sr. 

Mayor 

email: mayor@cityofwelch.com
website: www.cityofwelch.com
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FY22 Community Project Funding FY22 Community Project Funding 

Request from the City of Welch, WV 

1. Limit of 10 Community Project Funding Requests: City of Welch requests the McDowell Street

Underpass Bridge be included as one of the ten (10) Community Project Funding requests

submitted by Congresswoman Miller.

2. Community Support:

A. Press articles highlighting the need for the requested Community Project Funding

B. Letters of Support

C. Newspaper Articles and Editorials Attached and/or Hyperlinks attached in supporting

documents from several publications and TV Stations. (exhibit 1)

D. Resolutions passed by city council and boards.

3. Financial Disclosure Statement:

City has no knowledge of any financial interest Congresswoman has in the project.

4. Member Requirement to Post All Requests Online:

A. Proposed Recipient – City of Welch

B. The Address of the Recipient – 88 Howard Street, Welch, WVV 24801

C. The amount of the request - $10,000,000.00

D. And an explanation of the request, including purpose, and a justification for why it is

an appropriate use of taxpayer funds – The request is for construction of a bridge over

the existing railroad underpass on McDowell Street (U.S. 16) in Welch, West Virginia.

The location of the underpass is prone to flooding during high-water events, even

though a flood wall with hydraulic pump has been installed. This flooding cuts off access

to the only hospital in the region, the only dialysis center, and the Federal Prison.

Additionally, the underpass has lost clearance height due to installation of protective

bumpers, making it impossible for some larger vehicles to pass there through. At least

12 times per year, a vehicle will strike the underpass, wrecking, and further blocking

traffic from these necessary services. This is not a matter of convenience, but one of life

and death. The hydraulic pump at the flood wall will also be repurposed to alleviate

flooding during heavy rains at another underpass on US 52, a main artery into Welch

and the health facilities. The project will cure two life-threatening situations.

5. Ban on For-Profit recipients: City of Welch is a municipal government.

2



6. Matching Requirements: City of Welch has pledged to support the project in any feasible 

manner. Additionally, State Delegate Ed Evans and State Senator Rollan Roberts have pledged to 

seek state support for said project. 

7. One-year Funding: City of Welch anticipates the project can be completed in one year. 

8. State, Local or Tribal governmental entities as grantees: City of Welch is a local government – 

municipality. 

9. Non-profits as grantees: City of Welch is a municipality. 

Requirements to Submit to Congresswoman Miller’s office: 

Each project request must be for fiscal year 2022 funds only and cannot include multi‐ year 

funding. 

City of Welch believes said project can be completed in the 2022 funding cycle. 

The recipient’s name entered should be the legal name of the organization that will be 

receiving these funds. Please do not include abbreviations, acronyms, or use a “The” before 

the recipient name.  

City of Welch 

Project Description: 

The request is for construction of a bridge over the existing railroad underpass on McDowell 

Street (U.S. 16) in Welch, West Virginia. The location of the underpass is prone to flooding 

during high-water events, even though a flood wall with hydraulic pump has been installed. This 

flooding cuts off access to the only hospital in the region, the only dialysis center, and the 

Federal Prison. Additionally, the underpass has lost clearance height due to installation of 

protective bumpers, making it impossible for some larger vehicles to pass there through. At 

least 12 times per year, a vehicle will strike the underpass, wrecking, and further blocking traffic 

from these necessary services. This is not a matter of convenience, but one of life and death. 

The hydraulic pump at the flood wall will also be repurposed to alleviate flooding during heavy 

rains at another underpass on US 52, a main artery into Welch and the health facilities. The 

project will cure two life-threatening situations. 

You must describe or include evidence of community support that were compelling factors in 

the Member’s decision to submit this project request. You may include any relevant links to 

information posted on your website, or elsewhere online, including: (1) letters of support 

from elected community leaders, (2) press articles highlighting the need for the requested 

community project funding, (3) support from newspaper editorial boards, (4) projects listed in 

state intended use plans, community development plans, or other publicly available planning 

documents, (5) resolutions passed by city councils or boards, or (6) other compelling evidence 

of community support. 
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URLs to media are pasted below. Media not available online is included in our supporting 

documentation in this packet. 

1. https://www.welchnews.com/2020/07/15/city-of-welch-seeking-permanent-solution-to-

underpass-flooding-blockages  
2. https://www.wvnstv.com/top-stories/city-of-welch-holding-public-meeting-to-discuss-flooding-

issues/#:~:text=WELCH%2C%20WV%20(WVNS)%E2%80%93,address%20concerns%20in%20t

he%20city.&text=The%20meeting%20will%20be%20held%20at%20the%20Armory%20at%206%

20p.m.  

3. https://woay.com/welch-residents-can-voice-flooding-infrastructure-concerns-at-upcoming-

meeting/ 

4. https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2195511407097/welch-residents-can-voice-flooding-

infrastructure-concerns-at-upcoming-meeting 

5. https://news.yahoo.com/mcdowell-welch-planning-large-bridge-114600385.html   

6. https://www.wvnstv.com/top-stories/top-stories-beckley/welch-leaders-asking-for-community-

support-to-secure-funding-for-new-

bridge/?utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=socialflow&utm_source=facebook.com&fbclid=Iw

AR33aQEa11jkgbxiTz6gx_IYPDptWO60fyAg994yZtJpA9PiVhcAmwXo7l8 

7. https://wvmetronews.com/wp-

content/themes/wvmn/includes/latestnewsplayer.php?fbclid=IwAR29G7YwCuYSONveSBirRmU

M269uo0Hpm6-5hyDlJOQxZLEDoG3h76n9Ql4 

8. https://www.bdtonline.com/opinion/from-the-opinion-page-flood-protection-mcdowell-seeking-

input-on-important-project/article_da95df78-967c-11eb-bad1-

abbc7520be15.html?fbclid=IwAR2gCfI6INzS3h_3luAUZua4fSfhAzxof-hwuxhfzNmcZnHRM-

Xz62SJCQg 

9. https://wvmetronews.com/2021/04/06/welch-seeks-assistance-with-problem-underpass/welch-

flooding/ 

10. https://wwnrradio.com/city-of-welch-wv-to-address-flooding-and-infrastructure-concerns/ 

 

Detailed budget information as to how the funding is anticipated to be spent. 

• Engineering $450,000.00 

• Right of Way Acquisition $550,000 

• Railroad Permitting $1,000,000.00 

• Environmental Impact and Permitting $1,5000,000.00 

• Construction $6,500,000.00 

Explanation of why this is a good use of taxpayer funds. 

The funding will save lives and permit the flow of interstate commerce. As currently existing, the 

underpass on McDowell Street is blocked 12-14 times per year for high-water events and 

vehicular accidents. The accidents are caused by the reduced clearance created by the 

installation of safety devices to protect the railroad bridge. The city experiences on average 1-3 

high-water events per year that are not abated by the existing flood wall and pumping system. 

The transfer of said pumping system to a separate railroad underpass will alleviate flooding at 

that location, creating a savings to the region and preventing the loss of life and commerce. 

A project request will not be considered if the intended recipient is a for-profit entity.  
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City of Welch is a municipality. 

If you are requesting that funding be directed to a non-profit organization, you will need to provide 

evidence that the recipient is a non-profit organization as described under section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

City of Welch is a municipality. 

Please indicate whether you are aware of another Member making a request for this same project 

(just Yes/No, not which Member(s)). 

No other Members are known to be making this request. 

ALL OTHER CRITERIA IS LISTED BELOW FOR EACH SUBCOMMITTEE. 

Requirements for Local Transportation Priorities: 

All projects must be: 

Capital projects or project-specific planning/design for a capital project. 

Project is for planning, design and construction of a bridge. 

Supported by the state or local government that would administer the project. Inclusion on a 

Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) or Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) would 

satisfy this requirement. 

Supported by City of Welch 

Administered by public entities. 

Project will be administered by City of Welch, or a designated state entity. 

Questions that Must be Answered for Local Transportation Priorities (along with the general guidance 

listed above): 

Project Name: 

City of Welch McDowell Street Underpass Bridge (Welch, West Virginia, 3rd Congressional 

District) 

General description of the project and why it is needed.  

The request is for construction of a bridge over the existing railroad underpass on McDowell 

Street (U.S. 16) in Welch, West Virginia. The location of the underpass is prone to flooding 

during high-water events, even though a flood wall with hydraulic pump has been installed. This 

flooding cuts off access to the only hospital in the region, the only dialysis center, and the 

Federal Prison. Additionally, the underpass has lost clearance height due to installation of 

protective bumpers, making it impossible for some larger vehicles to pass there through. At 

least 12 times per year, a vehicle will strike the underpass, wrecking, and further blocking traffic 

from these necessary services. This is not a matter of convenience, but one of life and death. 

The hydraulic pump at the flood wall will also be repurposed to alleviate flooding during heavy 
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rains at another underpass on US 52, a main artery into Welch and the health facilities. The 

project will cure two life-threatening situations. 

What are the benefits of this project and why is it a priority?  

The project will both ensure access to all residents during high-water and other events, as 

outlined, as well as enable the proper flow of interstate commerce into and out of the region. It 

is a priority as 12-14 times per year the area is blocked due to high-water or accidents that cut 

off the majority of the region from the hospital, dialysis center and federal prison. This will also 

alleviate the strain of traffic from the designated Coalfields Expressway entering the City of 

Welch, as current roadway cannot appropriately accommodate large trucks in commerce, and is 

often blocked due to flooding and/accidents. 

Amount requested for the community project. $10,000,000.00 

Total project cost. $10,000,000.00  

Can the project obligate all appropriated funds within 12 months after enactment? If not, what would 

be the expected date of obligation?  

City of Welch believes all appropriated funds can be obligated within the 12-month period after 

enactment. 

Estimated start and completion dates.  

Start date on date of enactment, completion date 12 months after enactment. 

Has the request been submitted to another Subcommittee or Committee this fiscal year? If yes, which 

one(s)?  

The proposal has not been submitted to another Subcommittee or Committee. 

 

Does the project have other public (federal, state, local) and/or private funds committed to meet 

match or cost-share requirements for costs related to construction, operations, and maintenance? If 

so, what is the source and amount of those funds? 

City of Welch has passed a resolution to do all things feasible to complete this project (attach 

resolution) and has the support of state Representative Ed Evans and State Senator Rollan 

Roberts to acquire necessary state funding. 

  

Does the project require an environmental review? If so, what is the status and/or outcome of the 

environmental review and NEPA category of action (if applicable)?  

Environmental review has not been completed. 

Type of project eligible under 23 USC 133(b): Bridge. 

Where is the project in the construction process? Planning and Environmental Review. 
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Was the project on a State, tribal or territorial Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) or a 

metropolitan transportation improvement plan (MTIP) as of 12/31/2020? If yes, please provide a link 

to the plan. No 

Please provide the STIP or TIP ID Number and specify which plan (ex. North Carolina STIP, New York 

Metropolitan Transportation Council TIP) the ID number comes from. N/A 

Please provide a history of federal funding for the project, if any. Include both formula funds and any 

discretionary grants. No federal funding has been provided for this project. 

If the request does not fully fund the project, describe where the remaining funding comes from to 

complete the project. Request fully funds project. 
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Welch Volunteer Fire Department 

88 Howard St, Welch, WV  24801 
Guy Wyatt, Chief                                               J. Adam Gianato, Captain 

George Waldron, Asst. Chief                    Rebecca Gianato, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

The Welch Volunteer Fire Department responds to an average of 12 motor vehicle accidents per  

year at the McDowell street underpass per year. We are on scene from two hours to eight hours 

per call. The last wreck we had there the driver of the vehicle sustained minor injuries but a 

fence post from the sidewalk missed their head by inches, and if it had struck the driver in the 

head they have most likely suffered fatal injuries. 

 

Sincerely 

 

Guy Wyatt    

Chief 
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April 7, 2021 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

As a business owner in Welch, I am writing in support of the proposed bridge on McDowell Street 
in Welch, WV that will span over the railroad underpass and eliminate road closures during high-
water events.  Numerous times in the past several years, flood waters have closed this road for 
different lengths of time.  When closed, there is no suitable way to reach the only hospital and 
Dialysis Center in the area for McDowell County.  It is only a matter of time before this situation 
will eventually cause the loss of a life and must be rectified.  It sickens me to think that a person 
needing medical attention could be so close to help, but not able to receive it due to an 
infrastructure problem that can be corrected by appropriate engineering and when funding for 
the project is available as well.  I sincerely implore you to make this a top priority for the safety 
and wellbeing of our residents.  We are depending on you doing the right thing! 

In a much smaller and insignificant scale in the light of a person’s life, this project will help 
commerce into and out of Welch.  Since the railroad has installed additional protective barriers 
on their overhead tracks, numerous vehicles have become struck on the structure, blocking the 
roadway.  These barriers have also resulted in some larger transport vehicles being unable to 
pass under the railroad tracks, thereby making them drive four additional hours to their haul or 
making it cost prohibitive from accessing the majority of the county altogether.  Specifically, for 
my company, these blockages hinder customers and employees from reaching my business as 
my insurance agency is within a block from the underpass.  I want to see Welch grow and the 
ever-looming threat of a transportation shutdown is a major deterrence for new businesses 
coming into Welch. 

Your diligent effort is most gratefully appreciated in ensuring this life-threatening situation is 
speedily rectified once and for all. 

Sincerely, 

 

S. David Green 

Owner – Sure Group Inc 
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Your Money. Your Choice. Your Bank.® 

 

 

 
7-April-2021 
 
 
 
Re:  Proposed Bridge on McDowell Street in Welch, WV 
 
 
 
Dear Congress, 
 
As a life-long resident of McDowell County and as an employee of a 121 year old business in Welch, I am 
writing to show my wholehearted support of the proposed bridge on McDowell Street in Welch, WV 
that will span over the railroad underpass and eliminate road closures during high-water events.  
 
I also understand that by building this structure, the City of Welch can then make needed changes to 
the Coney Island underpass, thereby making that area passable during high water conditions as well.  
Our city badly needs this!  Numerous times in the past several years, flood waters have closed both 
Lower McDowell Street for different lengths of time. When closed, there is no suitable way to reach the 
only hospital in the area for the majority of the county. This is a situation that will eventually cause the 
loss of life.  Additionally, it prevents many of our employees from getting to our Operations Center still 
proudly located here in McDowell County; this affects our entire organization and customer base as we 
have branches in Tazewell County, Mercer County, Raleigh County and Wood County.  Also, for local 
traffic, since the railroad has installed additional protective barriers on their overhead tracks, numerous 
vehicles have struck the structure, blocking the roadway even during dry weather. These barriers have 
also resulted in some larger transport vehicles being unable to pass under the railroad tracks, 
preventing them from accessing the majority of the county. 
 
The need for the bridge on Lower McDowell Street is two-fold. Most importantly, it will prevent the loss 
of life. Secondly, the bridge will ensure the uninterrupted flow of commerce into McDowell County from 
the ever-expanding Coalfields Expressway and Route 16.  I recognize that this is a large and costly 
project and certainly appreciate your consideration and help to all of us here in Welch and McDowell 
County. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Beth Green, 
Marketing Director 
Phone:  304.436.4112 
beth.green@mcnbbanks.com 
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(Online support letter with accompanying signatures.) 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I support the proposed bridge on McDowell Street in Welch, WV that will span over the 
railroad underpass and eliminate road closures during high-water events. Multiple times 

each year, flood waters have closed this road and made access to the hospital impossible 

for much of the county.  This threatens the health and well-being of many of our citizens. 
Additionally, since the railroad has installed additional protective barriers on their 

overhead tracks, numerous vehicles have struck the structure, blocking the roadway and 

they prevent larger transport vehicles from passing under the railroad tracks accessing 
most of the county. The bridge will save lives and protect the flow of commerce to 

McDowell County from the ever-expanding Coalfields Expressway and Route 16, 

regardless of the weather and water levels.  I fully support this project as a concerned 

citizen.  

Sincerely, 
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